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Hi, that is me on the left page  and I created the Burgum 
Family History Society websites. That is to say -

www.burgumfamily.com
 

and 
www.burgumfamily.co.uk

There are nearly 5,000 people listed on the website. They are either 
Burgums or Burghams, or individuals related them or, occasional people 
living in the same house. I have identified 20 different family trees and 
given them a designation - “AA”, “BB”, etc. There is no “CC” for example 
because I proved they were related to the “FF” family tree, one of the 
biggest trees that includes many families in the United States of America. 
My aim is to one day combine more of the family trees, proving they are 
indeed directly related.

Let me give you an example. Later in this booklet I am going to tell you a 
little bit about the “AA” family, my family. I can trace them back to a place 
called Flaxley, in the Forest of dean, Gloucestershire, England. If you look 
on the map opposite Flaxley is marked with an A. Now members of the 
“FF” Burgum family tree lived just a few miles away at Abenhall, marked 
with a B. And the “RR” Burgum family, living at Littledean, marked with a 
C. You could easily walk between the three small villages.

Surely they are related? I think so, but proving it and finding the links is 
another story.

So this booklet is a “taster” to tell you a little bit about my family. My 
earliest ancestor who I am sure of is Thomas Burgum (1669-1748), who 
married Ann Curwen (1700-1742). Having got back that far, maybe I 
should give! Well, no. I have met many of our “FF” possible cousins in the 
USA and visited many of the “RR” possible cousins in Australia. I have also 
met Burgums and Burghams in Canada, Brazil, South Africa, Singapore 
and, of course England. While I continue my quest, a sort of giant jigsaw 
with lots of pieces missing, I want to tell you their stories, too.

http://www.burgumfamily.com
http://www.burgumfamily.com
http://www.burgumfamily.co.uk
http://www.burgumfamily.co.uk
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So, for hundreds of years my family lived in the Forest of Dean. Mostly they 

working in the Iron industry with jobs such as forgemen, hammermen and 
blacksmiths. Many Burgums worked down the mines; the Forest of Dean was rich 
in iron and coal and was, at one time, highly industrialised. Some moved to Wick, 
in southern Gloucestershire (near Bristol) attracted by the iron workings there. 

Others in my family later moved to Bolton and Manchester, before settling in 

West Ham and Canning Town, near the docklands of East London. One section of 
our family settled went to Brazil.  Some returned to England after they finished 
their jobs, but others stayed. Some of my descendants continue to live in Brazil in 
Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro and elsewhere. I have visited some of them in Brazil 
and Florida and remain in contact with the family.

Another one of the books in this series tells my father’s story in his own words. 

Here I will give you the shortened version. John Burgum was born in Poplar, 
London E14. Later he lived in Three Colt Street where his parents owned the Five 

Bells and Blade Bone Public House. When it was damaged in the 
Blitz the family moved to another pub, the Rathbone Arms in 
Canning Town. The picture (left) shows my father in his army 
uniform where we worked as a staff driver in the late 1940’s. 
Remarkably, despite going to school, he could not read or write 
before he joined the Army!

The family settled in Hockley, Essex, where me met my mother 

Josephine Gunning. he worked as a French polisher in Rayleigh 
before going into business as a builder. Later John and his 
family moved to Devon where he fulfilled his dream of owning a 

pub, the Shute Arms. He then moved to Axminster, where he worked for 
Axminster Carpets. 

Finally John and his wife moved to the Forest of Dean, fully aware that this was 

where his ancestors were from. he was proud of those roots. John died not far 
from Mitcheldean in 2007.
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Left - The Five Bells and Blade Bone Public House in 
Poplar, East London, owned by John’s parents, 
Whit and Rose Burgum. 

Above - The Kursall Dance and Music Hall in 
Southend-on-Sea,  where my parents first met. 

Below left - an early picture of my parents, Jo and 
John Burgum.

Below right -The Shute Arms, in Devon, owned in 
the 1970’s . A dream come true, or maybe not? 
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My parents had very little money, but my 
mother still managed to look beautiful 
(left) and still bring up four children. That 
is me and my sister Susan.

That is me (right) with my cousin Sandra.

I am with my sister Susan in the middle 
picture.

My sister Venessa and brother David 
(bottom right).

We had few holidays, but the picture below 
shows us at Butlins Holiday camp at 
Bognor Regis!
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Rose and Whit Burgum, my grandparents. My grandfather was born in Poplar, in 
the East End of London in 1903. Rose was also born in Poplar, in 1907. They were 
married there on 25th December 1928. They owned the tenancy for the Five Bells 
and Blade Bone Public House during WWII, before moving to the Rathbone 
Arms. Later they moved to Hockley, in Essex, and then to Canewdon, also in 
Essex.
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Fred Burgum was born 23rd March 1872, son of Henry and Sarah Jane 
(Bartholomew) Burgum He met Mary Ellen Garner, born 1874, and they 
were married in 1893 at St Paul, Bow Common. They had ten children.

Fred worked as a cigar maker and a waterman, but he also travelled the 
streets selling salt from a salt block.

It is said that, after a successful day, Fred might retire to the pub, drink his 
fill, and then be carried to his donkey and cart outside. The donkey would 
then walk home but, if the wheels got stuck in the tram rails, it would wait 
for the next tram to gently nudge it free and the donkey would then proceed 
home.

Eventually Mary would discover her drunk husband asleep in the cart and 
drag him off to bed. She would not be happy...
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Rose (Toulson) Burgum (1907-1970)

William Whittington Burgum (1903-2005)
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My Grandfather Whit Burgum met Rose at 

the age 20 “down the hop fields” in Kent. They 
were married on 25th December 1828 at All 
Saints Church, Poplar. Rose was 21 while Whit 
was 24. They bought the tenancy of the Five 
Bells and Blade Bone Public House from the 
brewery and ran a successful business, with 
Rose controlling the purse-strings! They were 
bombed out in 1940 when a bomb felled a tree 
in the local churchyard (Poplar Church). It 
severely damaged the pub! They moved to the 
Rathbone Arms, also in East London, and lived 
there until 1949. Then they moved ‘down’ to 
Hockley, in Essex, where they purchased four 
and a half acres of land and kept chickens and 
pigs

Later they moved to Canewdon, in Essex, 

where they owned a small-holding with 
thirteen acres of orchards and a large field 
normally sown with wheat or barley. They 
continued to keep chickens and pigs. Rose died 
in Rochford Hospital in 1970 and is buried at 
St Nicholas Church, Canewdon. Whit lived 
another thirty-five years and, aged nearly one 
hundred and two, lived on his own in a small 
house just yards from the churchyard at 
Canewdon.
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This is my my grandfather William 

Whittington Burgum (known as 
Whit) with his sister Mabel Dorothy 
Burgum (picture left). She was born 
at Plaistow, East London, in 1910.

Mabel was the ninth of ten children 

born to Frederick James Burgum 
(1872-1954) and Mary Ellen (Garner) 
Burgum (1874-1958).

She married William Rolston at St 

Lukes, Victoria Dock, at Canning 
Town, in 1931.
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Harry Hubert Burgum (left) was born 29th 

July 1884, at Plaistow, East London. The 
picture shows him dressed in his masonic 
regalia.

His parents were Henry and Charlotte’s 

(Butcher) Burgum (Henry ’s second 
marriage).

Harry was half brother to Frederick James 

Burgum (my great-grandfather). He married 
Blanche Banks and they had a daughter, 
Blanche Doreen Burgum, who ran a Post 
Office in Dorset. Harry died at Poole in 1957.

Harman’s Cross 

Post Office, in Dorset.



15



16

Eliza Burgum nee Wilde (1868-1947) with nine 

daughters and her son, Sydney It is thought there were 
12 or 13 children in total.

The little girl sitting next to Sydney is Emma 

(1909-1981) who married George Chamberlain in 1937. 
Next to her on the floor is Valentina who was born in 
1907. The baby is believed to be Ivy, born 1913. Another 
of the girls is called Maud. 

Eliza was fondly called ‘Whitewings’ by the family.

Sydney is understood to have played football for 

Manchester City; the club later found him a job in Goole.
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Doyle Carte!.

These were two of the daughters of Alfred and Eliza 

(Wilde) Burgum. Valentina was born in 1907 and Emma 
Burgum was born in 1909, both at Dukinfield, near 
Manchester.

Emma married George Chamberlain in 1937. She died 

in 1981.

They are the two little girls sitting on the floor in the 

previous photograph, with their mother Eliza Burgum 
nee Wilde (1868-1947).
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In the nineteenth century my Great-great-grandfather 

Henry Burgum (1844-1931) went to Brazil.He was an 
engineer and he, and two of his brothers,  John and Samuel, 
helped install the drinking water and sanitation for cities 
such Campos, in Rio de Janeiro State, Brazil.

Henry returned to England once the project was complete, 

but John remained in Rio and was said to have been British 
Consul, although I have no proof of this.

The Burgum descendants of John Burgum still live in Rio 

de Janerio, Sao Paulo and elsewhere in Brazil. 

Here is a family photograph (left) of the Brazilian Burgums  
- I believe this to be ...

William Thomas Burgum (1897-????)

John Burgum (1863-1917)

Frank Alfred Burgum (1891-1980)

Helena Burgum(190-1989)

 John Edward Burgum (1887-1973)

wife Sarah Ann (Wood) (1864-1946)

Dorothy Burgum (1895-1937)

Alice Burgum (1889-1978)
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Several individual, all members of the "AA" Burgum family went to Brazil to 

work, mostly as engineers.  Miguel Vieira Ferreira was born at the Fonte das 
Pedras, em São Luís do Maranhão on 10th December 1837. His parents were 
Colonel Fernando Luís Ferreira and Dona Luiza Rita Vieira da Silva Ferreira. He 
graduated in Mathematics and Physical Sciences from the old Central School of 
Rio de Janeiro in 1859 and received his doctorate with a PhD in those subjects in 
1862. He later served as an engineer officer in the Brazilian Army.

Later he worked as a journalist, writing for several newspapers, and campaigned 

as a republican, an abolitionist and he was a pioneer in the education and 
instruction given to female sex. 

With his interest in politics, Miguel presided over the fifth republican district 

and was one of the first five editors of the news sheet “The Republic”. He was a 
founding partner in the Engineering Institute and the Republican Club of Brazil. 

On 11th September 1879 he founded the Brazilian Evangelical Church in Rio de 

Janeiro and three years later, on 24th September 1882, he married Elizabeth 
Burgum, the daughter of Henry and Hannah Burgum. She assisted Miguel with the 
Brazilian Evangelical Church. 

Elizabeth gave birth to their son Israel Vieira Ferreira on 4th September 1883.

The Presbyterian Church, dissatisfied with what happened, later excluded Dr. 

Miguel Vieira Ferreira and Elisabeth Burgum from that organisation. 

Miguel directed industries, organised banks and was patron of the school named 

the Dr Miguel Vieira Ferreira School in his honour. He also has an Elementary 
School and a Municipal School named after him in São Paulo. 

He died age 57 on 20th September 1895 at Rio de Janeiro, in Brazil. 
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These three pictures (left) are of Dr Viera Ferreira 

of Brazil.

The first was taken in Rio de Janerio on 1st 

January 1896.

The second was taken in about 1911.

The third also shows Israel; he was an engineer 

and Lieutenant Colonel in the Brazilian Army.

Israel was the son of Dr Miguel Vieira and 

Elizabeth Burgum (1856-1902), whose parents had 
married on 24th September 1882.

Elizabeth was the daughter of Henry and Hannah 

Burgum of Bristol, England. This Henry Burgum 
(born Wick, near Bristol, in 1831) was visiting his 
uncle, my Great-great-great-grandfather Henry 
Burgum (1824-1892) and his family in West Ham 
during the 1951 Census (CS1851-53).

It would seem the two cousins (both, confusingly 

called Henry) ended up in Brazil.
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This is a picture of All Saints Church, Newland, Gloucestershire, where numerous 

Burgums and Burghams were christened, married and buried. I hope you have enjoyed 
turning these pages to learn more about the Burgum and Burgham families. I have been 
researching the Burgum (and Burgham) family history since 1980 and continue to do so.

Explore the website menu bars to see other sections of the BURGUM and BURGHAM 

families. 

Would you like to see stories and pictures of your section of the Burgum or Burgham 

family? You can make it happen. Just send me the pictures and the story; I will do the 
rest! If any of the people are still living please make sure you have their permission 
first.

 Why not search out those old family photographs now...?


